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Bank Accounts
It can be useful having a bank account for fundraising, particularly if you want to create Chuffed
fundraisers or use card/contactless payment devices.

If You Already Have a Bank Account
It is really important to make sure that the wider group (e.g. your Local Group, or
Community Group) knows about the account, who is managing it and who the
signatories are.

Ideally, a summary of the finances should be easily accessible to the group it belongs to, even if
that is just a verbal report from time to time, or showing bank statements to others in the group.
Keeping everything transparent is helpful because then it is less likely misunderstandings will occur
and also adds credibility and conviction for fundraising outreach conversations with the public. If
you can tell a member of the public who wants to donate the kinds of things the group tends to
need money for, they will be much more likely to donate!

If the account is managed online, then the person managing the account can be a completely
different person to the signatories.

Setting Up an Account
Unfortunately, it is now very hard to set up a bank account in the name of Extinction Rebellion,
simply because most banks refuse to accept us. In the past, groups have set up accounts with
Triodos Bank, but unfortunately Triodos is not accepting any new accounts. This could change, so it
is worth checking their website.

However, there are ways around this problem, which you can learn about below.

Credit Unions and Community Banking
These may be a way of setting up a bank account for your local group. Find out more about this
here.

Using your Region/Nation bank account
Your Region or Nation might be able to process your local group income and expenditure and keep
a separate note of your balance. This method is used successfully by a few regions/nations already,

https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/loans/credit-unions/
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/loans/credit-unions/


but it does depend on the Region or Nation having a bank account, and having somebody on the
regional team prepared to do the extra admin involved.

Sharing Bank Accounts With Another Group
A nearby local group that already has a bank account may be happy to allow another local group to
use the bank account as well. The same admin burden mentioned above could be an issue, but
generally there are not many transactions for local groups, so this sharing is a practical solution if
the goodwill and capacity is there to make it work.

Individual or Joint Bank Accounts
An individual who already has an online current account may find it very straightforward to add an
online savings account that could be used exclusively for XR funds. Or an individual may have a
dormant bank account that could be used for their XR group.

Online only banks are another option. It can be more straighforward to set up a bank account for
an individual and maybe for a climate community group.

This arrangement is not ideal, however, in that the responsibility rests with one person to look after
the group’s funds.

Obviously, it is also a risk because if that person steps back from XR the group would need to
ensure that the funds are passed back to XR. But many groups do work this way.

One way of mitigating the risk of a person stepping away and the group losing access to the
account is for two long term members (who are not a couple!) to set up a joint account together
and use this to manage to group's money. Therefore if one person steps back you will not lose
access to the money and can transfer it to a new joint account with a different pair of people
named.

Managing Money Without a Bank Account
There are other options if you are finding it hard to apply for a bank account, or would like to
manage your money in different ways.

The Social Change Nest
A Fiscal Host, or Sponsor, is a legal entity that offers themselves up to hold funds for another
group, manage the legal/financial side of things, and empower the group to get on with their work.

In the UK, OpenCollective has the “Social Change Nest”. It’s a Community Interest Company that
specialises in supporting groups organising for social change. This is a great option for XR Local
Groups (although please note that they charge £42 set up fee- paid after you’ve started collecting
donations) and charge 5% on donations (not expenses) to cover their administration costs. They



also offer trainings, support, access to specialised grants and more.

For more information you can watch this short presentation about the benefits of this system, or

read more about The Social Change Nest on their website.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ql0vAymIt4VDE48QhTUTcxnefptOQz-ozID3kVKlr5c/edit#slide=id.g1dba6a49fbb_0_150
https://opencollective.com/the-social-change-nest


Request Funding From Your
Nation/Region
XR Nations and Regions who are represented in The Hive (the biggest circle of XRUK) recieve
funding from XRUK on a monthy basis.

This funding is used differently by each Region and Nation (because they are autonomous and self-
organising), but most use it for some of the following:

Volunteer Living Expenses (VLE) for activists who do lots of work for XR in their Region or
Nation
Regional or National Actions
Transport or postage of regional resources to local groups who want to use them
Running a local Art Factory (only a few Regions or Nations have these)
Bulk ordering outreach materials to distribute to local groups
Hosting Regional or National websites

Local Groups can request funding for projects and actions from their Region or Nation. Each
Region or Nation is set up slightly differently, but money should be requested through the Local
Group Coordinators circle, Anchor circle, or equivalent. If you are not sure how to contact these
circles, please email LGsupport@extinctionrebellion.uk.

Most Regions and Nations have limited budgets, so will have their own policies on what they will
or won't fund, and this varies depending on the Region or Nation. For example, XR Midlands tend to
approve funding requests for Actions or activities that will involve multiple local groups, or are
being organised by a Regional team, but don't tend to fund things that are only for one local group,
e.g. leaflets for a specific local campaign.

mailto:LGsupport@extinctionrebellion.uk

