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What is Paint The Streets?

Paint the Streets is an ongoing creative campaign, breaking social norms to raise awareness about
the climate & ecological emergency. Paint the Streets includes murals, stickering, flyposting,
stencilling, chalking, banner drop actions, and subvertising bus stops and billboards.

Get involved with a UK-wide campaign or launch your own local campaign around local climate
issues.

Connect with others taking part here:

UK Paint The Streets Telegram Group

Facebook page

Instagram page

What are the aims of Paint the Streets?

Tell the truth about climate and ecological breakdown, the injustice of our toxic systems,
and failing government
Create an action pathway for new rebels
Move hearts and minds, inspire hope!
Break the media echo chamber by reaching new audiences

https://rebeltoolkit.extinctionrebellion.uk/uploads/images/gallery/2023-05/image-1683139200457.png
https://t.me/+TIu9Gr6UQTsf6LvA
https://www.facebook.com/XRPaintTheStreets/
https://www.instagram.com/xrpaintthestreets/


Have fun!

Why is Paint the Streets great for outreach and mobilisation?

Paint the Streets actions give rebels a taste of non-violent direct action, helping to build
confidence and encouraging affinity groups to form.
Paint the Streets actions are often relatively quick to carry out, and simple to join in; they
are great for rebels who would like to be involved but don’t have lots of spare time.
It reaches a wider audience to highlight important climate issues and campaigns (and
then spreads them even further through sharing images on social media).

Who can take part?

Anyone in XR! There are creative actions for everyone from flyposting and making stencils
to mural painting, creating street sculptures to folding origami offerings. For rebels to take

part we ask that you are mindful of our core Principles & Values and Demands as well

as strategy guidance.

What can I do?

Paint The Symbol everywhere!

Make stencils for posters and painting with Spray-chalk or emulsion paint

Sticker up anwhere you can think of.
Print out window posters or make your own window art
Flyposting
Brandalism and subvertising: replacing bus stop posters with your own work or
repurposing an existing advert to change the message; postering billboards; replacing
adverts on train carriages.
Give posters to friends, shops, community centres etc. to put up in their windows as
effective outreach.
Train Talks - stand on public transport and speak the truth to fellow passengers wearing

badges and patches. For more information check out their Train Talks Telegram group
Banner drops - there are frequent UK-wide banner drop actions, or create your own for a
local climate issue. Join the chat here:
Murals - create beautiful art with a climate based message on a wall/building (if you have
permission to do so)
And much more!

To view these guidelines in one rolling googledoc: Paint The Streets Info Pack.

https://rebellion.earth/the-truth/about-us/
https://rebellion.earth/the-truth/demands/
https://www.cassart.co.uk/painting/spray-paints/montana/montana-chalk-spray.htm
http://t.me/xrtraintalks
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JblkK5Bo8NgRv8hAWt7XAuC9vW5rHgJRxrU3OvRPtRo/edit


Planning a Paint the Streets
Campaign
How do I join an existing Paint the Streets group?
The most likely points of contact to find out if you have a local / regional Paint The Streets group
are either your local group coordinators, arts coordinator or actions coordinator.

You can also take action with your affinity group or by yourself, although some activities like fly-
posting are easier with a small group of people.

Join the Paint The Streets UK Telegram chat to share images and ideas, ask for advice, and be

part of a supportive community. Please share your photos!

Local/Regional Campaigns

Check out the rest of the Paint The Streets book on the Rebel Toolkit for information

on fly posting, subvertising, murals and more. This includes legal information.

Set up a local Paint The Streets group on Signal, Telegram &/or Mattermost and invite
people to join.

Create an action campaign together, in line with XR strategy and messaging: see

Rebellion Broadcast for up to date action information on U.K. Actions.

Campaigns involve different mediums or approaches including: posters, stickers,

subvertising, brandalism, murals. You can find guidance for each type of action

here.

Think about drawing on the XR design programme for continuity of design and

working with your messaging team.

You can find resources on the XRUK Paint the Streets Design Drive, or the

Outreach Materials page.

If you want to make your own designs, check out Aktivisda.

If you're completely new to Painting the Streets, contact other Local Groups near you
to see if they have any old posters or materials you could use.

https://t.me/+TIu9Gr6UQTsf6LvA
https://rebeltoolkit.extinctionrebellion.uk/rebeltoolkit.extinctionrebellion.uk/books/paint-the-streets
https://t.me/rebellionbroadcast
https://rebeltoolkit.extinctionrebellion.uk/books/paint-the-streets/chapter/elements-of-paint-the-streets
https://rebeltoolkit.extinctionrebellion.uk/books/paint-the-streets/chapter/elements-of-paint-the-streets
https://rebeltoolkit.extinctionrebellion.uk/books/design/chapter/core-design-programme
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1SU0I7ORhqIuQlc7JK4JkZcsqlh31GRKM?usp=sharing
https://rebeltoolkit.extinctionrebellion.uk/books/outreach-methods-and-materials/chapter/flyers-posters-stickers
https://rebeltoolkit.extinctionrebellion.uk/link/443#bkmrk-page-title


Send out a message, sign up form and/or contact details to inform rebels about the
campaign and inspire them to join. Leave enough time for information to be absorbed and
build energy around a campaign. Add interested people into the Paint the Streets group
you created earlier.

Get your materials printed! For digital designs, you can print the materials yourself,

either with your friendly local print shop or online at Solopress (next day delivery

available) or DigitalPrinting (especially for billboards and bus stop sizes). We recommend

choosing bond type paper (uncoated or natural look). For more specifics on printing

specifications for a range of formats, check out this guide.

Prepare for the action and be accountable for your action. Be aware of potential

charges such as criminal damage, making sure all involved in the action understand the

(minimal, but still important to consider and be aware of!) risks!

Share final image/s to the XR UK Paint the Streets Telegram, adding info about

which group is posting and a message, hashtags & links (if relevant). This will inspire
people and spread the message of your campaign; media & messaging teams can also
pick up images here and share them on further. NB: Keep security in mind and don’t
include people in the photo images unless they have given consent.

When you post photos of your action to social media, please remember to include the
relevant hashtag for your campaign, along with #paintthestreets (this helps us find
them so we can share!).

Consider sharing an action guide or prototype of the campaign to the UK group in the
form of a linked document or video - so other groups can take it forward and it can be

replicated (worldwide!). For example: Children’s Futures

Other circles can then share your brief further on other channels and networks where
appropriate. Spread the love!

How do we coordinate campaigns with other local groups?

Simultaneous actions across the country can have a very powerful effect, so please connect up
with your regional Action Planners group to get informed or share ideas to bring into synchronised
campaigns.

UK Wide Campaigns
Planning to create or scale up a Paint The Streets action campaign UK-wide? If you’re planning a
new campaign please be mindful of:

https://www.solopress.com/
https://www.digitalprinting.co.uk/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bwD__SyCiQEksLTOaPJ7EgxrCMC53N09XLozFcmA_7o/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fOeouAPx-MZxzfGQpu4g-nBndr970FDX2rLTcjEiBkM/edit
https://rebeltoolkit.extinctionrebellion.uk/link/310#bkmrk-page-title
https://t.me/+TIu9Gr6UQTsf6LvA
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hkkC0b0lRKM_DRgWCIyvSbQtnCjwT6KyVQ_-qja1mSY/edit


Location
Group capacity, and UK-wide capacity
Messaging and aligning with UK strategy
Working around key dates/themes. Check the UK Actions calendar

Share your action brief or just sound out ideas with the Paint The Streets coordinating group.

Contact the group by posting in the Telegram chat and ask someone from the team to reply. Or

get in touch with Action Circle to check in on calendar, capacity and funding, via xr-
action@protonmail.com

Key thing to bear in mind:

Messaging and targets eg. the funders and profiteers of climate and ecological
destruction; the government, corporations and the bank system.

Leave approx a month at least to prepare for any big campaign. Rebels need time to get
into a project idea, sound out groups and see if it works alongside other actions.

Leave approx 2-4 weeks to print and distribute materials in your area. Or create a sharing
link so that people can print the design off themselves. This is a more efficient way of
sharing, but if you’re able to do local distribution in your city or area then it can be a real
booster for groups.

Create an action event to rally rebels round a date and purpose. Give time for rebels to
plan for this around other actions.

Prepare for the action and be accountable for your action. Be aware of potential charges

such as criminal damage, making sure all involved in the action understand the

(minimal, but still important to consider and be aware of!) risks!

Does the campaign fit into the current XR Action Strategy Reflect on the impact of the

messaging as well as how it will be interpreted by society as a whole.

Is there funding available for materials?
XRUK funding for printing posters and buying materials is currently limited. Ask your Regional and
Local Group coordinators if your group has any budget available.

Raise the money required for materials within your community.
Check out the list of local groups to make contact with those nearby to you and see if they
have any materials you can share. Pooling resources is key where possible.

Check out the Finance and Fundraising pages of the Rebel Toolkit for info on grants,

and fundraising ideas.

https://t.me/+TIu9Gr6UQTsf6LvA
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fOeouAPx-MZxzfGQpu4g-nBndr970FDX2rLTcjEiBkM/edit
https://rebeltoolkit.extinctionrebellion.uk/link/310#bkmrk-page-title
https://rebeltoolkit.extinctionrebellion.uk/books/uk-actions-strategy
https://rebeltoolkit.extinctionrebellion.uk/books/finance-and-fundraising




Paint the Streets Messaging
Focus



Paint the Streets Messaging Focus

Rebel for Truth - Paint The
Streets 2024

Spend 2024 spreading the love, creativity - and of course a little bit of mischief. Share the message
Rebel for Truth far and wide.

Print out a poster and put it in your window
Scrawl a symbol with a sharpie
Sticker up!
Flypost your town
Subvertise bus stops or billboards

Everyone. Everywhere.

Rebel for Truth is a main messaging theme of XR for 2024. You can find the messaging

guidance pack here. (note: This is for all messaging, and is not Paint the Streets specific)

https://rebeltoolkit.extinctionrebellion.uk/uploads/images/gallery/2024-04/pts1.PNG
https://rebeltoolkit.extinctionrebellion.uk/link/1474#bkmrk-page-title
https://rebeltoolkit.extinctionrebellion.uk/link/1474#bkmrk-page-title


Resources

Rebel for Truth Flyers

Rebel for Truth Stickers

Rebel for Truth Posters

Rebel for Truth stencils- see the Stencils page for instructions.

Rebel for Truth Social Media Assets (you will need to add your own text)

The Paint the Streets google drive also has an archive of campaigns and designs; from bus stop

and billboards, to posters and flyers (this is being updated).
Note: The logo is copyrighted and not to be used for commercial purposes.

If you want to create your own posters etc, check out Aktavisda or download the XR fonts to use

on your preferred editing software.

Slogans
The main slogans for the Rebel for Truth campaign are:

REBEL FOR TRUTH

CITIZENS ASSEMBLE

https://rebeltoolkit.extinctionrebellion.uk/link/1416#bkmrk-page-title
https://rebeltoolkit.extinctionrebellion.uk/link/1469#bkmrk-page-title
https://rebeltoolkit.extinctionrebellion.uk/link/1470#bkmrk-page-title
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pSdz5sAllwDXunCiAViqG2HrvWZsWV3Z?usp=drive_link
https://rebeltoolkit.extinctionrebellion.uk/books/paint-the-streets/page/stencils-murals
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1gCC29mmumYk1qpUCrAMBK49QFg45V4Jm?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1zpIjhoXFmdhwKkngtw_zlv3VVvDmMfb6
https://rebeltoolkit.extinctionrebellion.uk/books/design/page/visuals-generator-aktivisda-%28vizgen%29
https://extinctionrebellion.aktivisda.earth/en/fonts


Paint the Streets Messaging Focus

Paint the Streets Slogans
A wide range of slogans have been used by XR over the years. Here are some of the most
successful slogans that resonated with people who saw them.

November 2023
REBEL FOR TRUTH

CITIZENS ASSEMBLE

Core XR slogans
REBEL FOR LIFE

TELL THE TRUTH

THIS IS AN EMERGENCY

ACT NOW

REBEL FOR TRUTH

CITIZENS ASSEMBLE

NO FOOD NO FUTURE

THIS IS NOT A DRILL

NO MUSIC ON A DEAD PLANET

NO FUTURE ON A DEAD PLANET

---------------- ON A DEAD PLANET

FRUGALITY, HUMILITY, EMPATHY

REFLECT, REBEL, RELINQUISH

FLY TODAY, NO TOMORROW

YOU CAN’T EAT MONEY



NOW OR NEVER

TIME IS UP

DEEDS NOT WORDS (nicked from Suffragettes)

WE ACT IN PEACE

THIS IS CHANGE

CHANGE IS NOW

EVERYTHING WILL CHANGE, EVERYTHING CAN CHANGE

STOP THE HARM

LOVE IN ACTION

PEACE

Older Slogans

April 2023
UNITE TO SURVIVE

CHOOSE YOUR FUTURE

DECIDE TOGETHER

REPARATIONS NOW

Slogans from specific campaigns
PEOPLE OVER PROFIT

OUR AMAZON

GOVERNMENT INACTION KILLS

REWILD

WE ARE NATURE DEFENDING ITSELF

IMAGINE THE IMPOSSIBLE



BIG OIL IS THE POISON, ACTION IS THE ANTIDOTE

INVEST IN LIFE NOT DEATH

MUTUAL AID

ANOTHER WORLD IS POSSIBLE

NHS NOT HS2

STOP HS2

PPE not GDP



Elements of Paint the Streets



Elements of Paint the Streets

Paint The Symbol
Let's get the Extinction Symbol EVERYWHERE!

Why? The more visible XR is, the better our cause will land with the public. There are many who
would like to silence us: we need to be unmissable.

How? Sharpies, stencils and paint; posters, stickers… and boundless imagination. Here are some
ideas:

Every Day Symboling

Get yourself a stash of markers, and take them out with you. Something like the Uni Paint PX-20
is good. At a minimum, get black and white.

Opportunity is everywhere, especially if you look out for circles!

Get hold of stickers! Lamp posts, crossings, adverts – look for spots where there are clean

sightlines.

https://www.graff-city.com/markers-c79/uni-paint-px-20-p437?gclid=Cj0KCQiAjJOQBhCkARIsAEKMtO3QXdwrEVUkSHAgsHfRIGH7VZilR-SHgAq6Bc609pxte_yMmB4bWl8aArjMEALw_wcB
https://rebeltoolkit.extinctionrebellion.uk/uploads/images/gallery/2024-04/pts-2.PNG
https://rebeltoolkit.extinctionrebellion.uk/link/818#bkmrk-page-title


WHERE ARE MORE PEOPLE GOING TO SEE THE SYMBOL? Entrances, exits, main thoroughfares. On
the ceiling of the bus. A cash machine.

How about stencilling the symbol? You're in luck. There's a template and guide to making a

symbol stencil

Affinity Symboling
Get yourself a Symbol Affinity Group, a can of spray paint and a ladder!

https://xrb.link/y4jRf8U1Z1
https://xrb.link/y4jRf8U1Z1
https://rebeltoolkit.extinctionrebellion.uk/uploads/images/gallery/2024-04/pts-3.PNG

